WESTERN CENTER ON LAW AND POVERTY
MEMORANDUM

To: People Interested in Access to Courts Issues
From Di ck Rot hschild

Dat e: Decenmber 13, 1999

Re: Update VI 11

Proposed Leqgi sl ation Restricting |FPs

The Judi ci al Counci| has proposed | egi sl ati on t hat woul d i npose
substantial verificationrequirenments on public assistance recipients
seeking in forma pauperis fee waivers.

Current lawrequires acourt to grant afee wai ver to an appli cant
who decl ar es under penalty of perjury that she recei ves SSI/ SSP, AFDC,
Food St anps or General Assistance. The proposed | egi sl ati on woul d
amend Gover nnent Code 868511.3 torequire applicantsto "attachtothe
appl i cati on docunent ati on of benefits to support the clai mand all
ot her financial information on a formpronul gated by t he Judi ci al
Council for this purpose.”

| n addi tion, applicants who do not recei ve public assi stance but
qualify on the basis of | owinconme would berequiredtofill out nore
detailed financial forns.

For nmpbre informati on on this, contact Christine M nnehan of
Western Center's Sacranmento of fice (916-442-0753, ext. 14), or Dick
Rot hschil d, 213-487-7211, ext. 24.

Los Angel es Superior Court Conciliation Court Fees

Fam |y | awattorneys are considering a chall enge to Los Angel es
County Superior Court's recent enactnent of a $110 fee for Conciliation
Court services.

In all cases where custody or visitation is in dispute,
i ndividuals arereferredto Conciliation Court, wherethey aretold
t hey must pay $110. Only if anindividual asks the right questionsis
she i nf or ned about possi bl e fee waivers. QO hers apparently either pay
the fees or drop out of the judicial system

Betty Nordw nd of the Harriett Buhai Center for Fam |y Lawi s
| ookingintoachallengetothe newfees. The fees are not expressly
aut hori zed by any statute, and the statutory schene for court fees
appears to preenpt the field against |ocal court fees.



Requi renent for New Waivers on Filing Notice of Appeal

The Fresno courts are requiring indigent litigants who have
received feewaiversinthetrial court toapply for newwai vers on
filing a notice of appeal. The legality of this practice hinges on
i nterpreting Governnent Code 868511.3(c). The statute permtsthe
court torequirelitigants to appear and be exam ned on their financi al
circunstances no nore than three tinmes per year, but arguably
condi tions that reinvestigation on achange infinancial circunstances.

M chael Kanz of CRLA' s Fresno officeis lookingintothe practice
of the Fresno courts.



